REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 10, 2008

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on September 10, 2008, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Finch, Preston




Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos



Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Planning Board

Chuck Francisco




Zoning Board of Appeals
Hal Cole




Zoning Board of Appeals
Paul Preston




Water & Sewer Superintendent/Parks Superintendent





Tom Delamarter (Excused – previously scheduled meeting)

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein




T.J. Madison


Donna Dewey




Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
George Frailey








John Colley








Laurie Francisco








Jane DeMaine








Ed Freije








Sue Freije








Nancy Stabell








Chris Ostrowsky








Peter J. Motsavage, Jr.

MINUTES:  AUGUST 26, 2008 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin agreed to hold approval of the minutes of the August 26, 2008 Regular Town Board Meeting until the September 23, 2008 Town Board meeting.

MINUTES:  SEPTEMBER 4, 2008 SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin agreed to hold approval of the minutes of the September 4, 2008 Special Town Board Meeting until the September 23, 2008 Town Board meeting.

RESO 2008-213:  RESCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING/OCTOBER 14, 2008 AT 7:05 P.M./TO RECEIVE PUBLIC INPUT REGARDING DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 5 SHAW ROAD

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin reschedules the Public Hearing on October 14, 2008, at 7:05 P.M. to receive public input regarding demolition of unsafe structure located at 5 Shaw Road.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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CORRESPONDENCE:

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of reports from the Supervisor’s Office, the Town Clerk, the Highway Superintendent, the Water and Sewer Superintendent, the Code Officer, and from the Dog Control Officer.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

5 SHAW ROAD

Mr. Ed Freije of Shaw Road stated that he was in attendance for the Public Hearing on the building on 5 Shaw Road, originally scheduled as part of this meeting, and added that he will return for the Public Hearing on October 14, 2008.  Mr. Hal Cole stated that he was also in attendance for the Public Hearing, but added that he wanted the Town Board to discuss the business operating in the building behind 5 Shaw Road.  He stated that cars are being repaired and stored on this property, adding that this business does not have the approval of the Planning Board, which refused to grant approval, making it an illegal business.  Supervisor Preston stated that this issue is scheduled later on tonight’s agenda.

REPORT:  WATER & SEWER SUPERINTENDENT
Refer to written report.  Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter is excused from tonight’s Town Board meeting to attend another, previously scheduled, meeting on Town business.

REPORT:  HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT
In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting reported that Giammarino Construction has completed work on the spillway in the Donnelly Wetlands, adding that the site now looks very good.  He stated that his department repaired the drywell drainage area near 1 Wilbur Way, as well as the drywell at the intersection of Grandview Avenue and Woodcrest Way.  Supervisor Preston asked Mr. Latting about the drywell on Bradley Avenue and he stated that the drainage in that area was installed prior to the installation of the municipal water mains and added that, when the water mains were installed, the installer dug through the drainage system, disconnecting the system.  Mr. Latting stated that his department has since reconnected the drainage system so that it now works properly.

RESO 2008-214:  DECLARE SURPLUS EQUIPMENT/SELL AT BROOME COUNTY AUCTION/1998 MCCONNEL REACH MOWER

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin declares the following equipment surplus and authorizes its sale at the 2008 Broome County Auction, to be held September 20, 2008:



1998 McConnel Reach Mower, Model PA93, Serial #7193961

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

REPORT:  CODE OFFICER

In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that his office issued 17 Building Permits in August 2008.  Of these, he stated that three permits were for new homes, 10 for demolition, two for mobile homes, and two for renovations.  Mr. Jones reported that the Planning Board approved three new businesses – The Reptile Company, Aton’s Repair Garage, and Kaleah’s Kloset, a children’s clothing store.  Mr. Jones also reported that his work with Special Projects within the Town included the FedEx Ground lighting project, the 5 Shaw Road 
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property, installation of new pads and units in the mobile home parks, demolitions and installation of a new home on Woodside Avenue, and oversight of flood damage demolitions.  Supervisor Preston commented that Woodside Avenue is “looking good.”  Mr. Minoia asked about the new pads and mobile homes, commenting that a drainage problem already exists at the mobile home parks on Conklin Road and no new spaces should be allowed.  Mr. Jones explained that these are replacement pads and units for existing units, and that New York State Law requires that he inspect the pads to proper installation.  Supervisor Preston reiterated that this is only replacement of existing pads and units and that no new spaces or units are being added.  Mr. Jones reported that the Conklin Community Sportsplex project has also been approved.
REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER

In addition to her written report, Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman stated that she has two volunteers to help with the dog enumeration, but needs more help.  Supervisor Preston suggested that Mrs. Weidman contact Susquehanna Valley School Superintendent Gerardo Tagliaferri to see if there might be high school students willing to help with the enumeration.

REPORT:  SUPERVISOR’S OFFICE

Refer to written report.

REPORT:  TOWN CLERK

Refer to written report.  Copies of all written reports are available in the office of the Town Clerk.

REPORT:  CONKLIN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

Conklin Volunteer Fire Chief George Frailey reported that the Fire Department responded to 16 medical calls and two fire calls last month.  He reported that there is a Public Hearing regarding the 2009 Fire Budget to be held on September 18, 2008, and that a copy of the budget has been made available to the public in the office of the Town Clerk.  Chief Frailey also reported that BAE donated a number of Scott air packs to the Fire Department.
OLD BUSINESS:
GRASS LAW UPDATE

Town Counsel Mark Gorgos distributed copies of a draft of an update on the Town Grass Law that had been prepared by Attorney Angel Aton.  The draft offers variations on the strictness of the law and on notice provisions.  The Town Board will look over the draft and it will be discussed and introduced formally at the September 23, 2008 Town Board meeting.  Supervisor Preston asked the Town Board members to get any feedback on the proposed changes to the law to Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs by September 17, so that she can forward their comments to Mr. Gorgos in preparation for the September 23 meeting.  Mr. Finch asked about consequences for violations and Mr. Gorgos stated that this issue is addressed in the draft.
2009 BUDGET

Supervisor Preston stated that the Town Board members will receive the official Tentative Budget at the September 23 Town Board meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

IMPRESS

Supervisor Preston stated that representatives from Impress will be present at the September 23 Town Board meeting to discuss the new facility they wish to build in the Broome Corporate Park.
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WATER DISTRICT #6 EXTENSION

Supervisor Preston stated that Pride Manor Mobile Home Park wants to hook into Water District #6, adding that the cost will be based on the amount the original users paid.  Mr. Gorgos stated that he will be contacting Town Engineer Dan Griffiths to discuss the “escalating costs” of providing water in 2008 compared to the cost when the district was originally formed.
AUTO BUSINESS/SHAW ROAD

Supervisor Preston stated that new information was obtained regarding the business on Shaw Road, at the site of the former gym, which had appeared before the Planning Board as a proposed auto detailing business.  She stated that Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter was refused entrance into the building to read the water meter, so she ordered that the water supply be shut off.  Mr. Delamarter was able to enter the building to read the meter and saw that cars were being painted inside the building.  Supervisor Preston stated that this business is “already being taken to court on one issue, and this is another.”  She added that this is an unapproved business which has been issued a Stop Work Order by the Conklin Code Office, and which it has ignored.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the Town has appealed to the State Supreme Court for Injunction Relief, citing a lack of site plan, therefore making the business out of compliance, and the ignoring of the Stop Work Order.  Mr. Gorgos stated that he expects to receive a reply to the Town’s appeal by the September 23 Town Board meeting.
RESO 2008-215:  APPROVE CONVEYANCE/4 PROPERTIES/TO TOWN OF CONKLIN/2006 FLOOD BUYOUT PROGRAM
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin hereby authorizes and accepts the conveyance of the following designated properties to the Town of Conklin pursuant to the 2006 Flood Buyout Program in accordance with the policies and procedures of the New York State Emergency Management Office (SEMO) and as approved by legal counsel for the Town:



GRANTOR

PROPERTY ADDRESS
TAX MAP NUMBER
Catherine Beach-Snyder, Michael
70 Stillwater Road, Town of 
228.11-2-22

A. Beach, Donald Arthur Beach,
Conklin, Broome Co., NY

and David Martin Beach

Ellen R. Easton


927 Conklin Road, Town of 
162.18-1-1






Conklin, Broome Co., NY

Rose M. Romain-Dunlap and

57 Stillwater Road, Town of 
228.11-1-25

Lula K. Romain


Conklin, Broome Co., NY

Lillian J. Wilson


147 Stillwater Road, Town 
229.11-1-1






of Conklin, Broome Co., NY

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston stated that five flood damaged houses will be demolished next week, and five more houses the week after that.

RESO 2008-216:  APPROVE ACCEPTANCE/NYS RURAL COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION GRANT #20070472/PARTIAL PAYMENT $41,133.50

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:
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Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves the acceptance of the New York State Rural Community Revitalization Grant #20070472 partial payment in the amount of $41,133.50, account code A3089, with the balance of $8,866.50 expected to follow.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-217:  RATIFY PAYMENT/DEBRA PRESTON/MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT/8-22-08 THROUGH 8-29-08

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7332, account code A1220.4, in the amount of $43.29 to Debra Preston for mileage reimbursement for the period of August 22 through August 29, 2008.
Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-218:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT/CLAIMS #853-956 FOR 2008

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims #853 – 956 for the year 2008 in the total amount of $283,774.42:





General



$  38,798.42





Highway



    22,956.41





HB – Property Buyout

    20,104.00





HH – 2006 Highway Roads

  187,114.03





Light Districts



      1,945.07





Sewer District 1


      4,174.57





Water District



      3,852.43





Water District 6


      4,829.49




Total




$283,774.42
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

SEISMIC TESTING

Mr. Gorgos stated that the Town of Conklin will coordinate with the Town of Binghamton, City of Binghamton, and Broome County regarding seismic testing and ways to protect the infrastructure.  He stated that this is a very methodical process and that the municipalities are proceeding slowly.  Mr. Gorgos added that Broome County is waiting to see if the seismic testing will impact any of its roadways.  Mr. Gorgos explained that this seismic testing is very controversial among residents, with some residents believing it could be a benefit in their attempts to negotiate with the gas lease companies by proving the existence of gas pockets on the property.  Other residents feel it constitutes an invasion of privacy.  Supervisor Preston stated that there will be no permits issued at this time for seismic testing.  Mr. Finch commented that property owners fear loss of property value to the gas lease companies if pockets without gas are found by the testing.
FENCE BETWEEN TOWN HALL PROPERTY AND NEIGHBORING PROPERTY CLEANED OUT
Mr. Bullock thanked Mr. Delamarter and his department for cleaning out the fence that separates the Town Hall property from the adjoining property.
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BARRIER/JULIUS ROGERS PARK & HOBART STONE

Mr. Minoia asked about the status of the barrier separating Julius Rogers Park from Hobart Stone.  Mr. Finch replied that he and Mr. Delamarter are scheduled to meet with Mr. Hobart on September 11, 2008, adding that the existing fence has been partially removed.

GRASS MOWING ON BUYOUT PROPERTIES

Mr. Minoia asked about the grass mowing on the properties obtained by the Town of Conklin through the Flood Buyout Program, asking if this work would be done by Town of Conklin employees or would be subcontracted out.  Supervisor Preston stated that there is a line in the 2009 Budget to cover the cost of mowing the grass on these properties, which she stated is less expensive if done by Town employees.  Mr. Gorgos concurred, adding that the Town would have to pay prevailing wages for the grass mowing if the job was subcontracted out.
GRANT/SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL

Supervisor Preston stated that she is part of a committee, along with Tom Voloshen, Mr. Minoia, Town Engineer Dan Griffiths, and Susquehanna Valley Superintendent of Schools Gerardo Tagliaferri, which applied for a grant to improve the school crossing across Conklin Road in front of the High School.  She stated that the Town has been awarded a grant in the amount of $118,630 from the New York State Department of Transportation, which will be used to upgrade the crossing at the High School, including installation of a sidewalk, and which will pay the salary of the School Crossing Guard for two years.  The Town will pay the cost up front but will be repaid 100% by the grant.
Supervisor Preston stated that the Town has received $900,000 in grant funds in the past two years, without paying the cost of a grantwriter, because she has been writing the grant applications, with some assistance on construction information from Mr. Minoia.

In response to a query regarding whether there would be a bridge over Route 7, Supervisor Preston replied that there is no bridge to be built over Route 7, but the stone bridge that was removed from Schnurbusch Park will be replaced with a wooden bridge.

Mr. Minoia stated that he would like to see diagonal striping painted on the shoulders of Route 7 at the school crossing area, denoting a school zone.  Mr. Finch suggested the installation of speed bumps.

COMMUNITY YOUTH CENTER AT CONKLIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Supervisor Preston announced that the Community Youth Center at the Conklin Presbyterian Church will be hosting its First Annual Golf Tournament fundraiser on Saturday, October 11, 2008, at Belden Hill Golf Course.  Any businesses who wish to purchase an ad in the program or sponsor a hole on the course would be welcome, as would any participants in the golf tournament.  The Youth Center will be open to all youth in the community in middle and high school.
RESO 2008-219:  EXECUTIVE SESSION/PERSONNEL MATTER & LITIGATION

Mr. Bullock moved to close the Regular Town Board Meeting and move into Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter and litigation at 7:46 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

An Executive Session of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin was held at the Conklin Town Hall at 7:46 P.M. with Supervisor Debra Preston presiding.  Present were:  Supervisor Preston, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Minoia, Mr. Finch, and Attorney Mark Gorgos.  Supervisor Preston assumed duties of secretary of the meeting.
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A discussion was held pursuant to Public Officers Law section 100 of the State of New York regarding the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation.  A discussion was also held regarding proposed, pending or current litigation.

RESO 2008-220:  RE-OPEN REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

After this discussion, Mr. Finch moved to close Executive Session and re-open the Regular Town Board Meeting at 7:54 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-221:  CHANGE DEFINITION/PERMANENT FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin changes the definition of Permanent Full-Time Employee to read as follows:  “Any employee hired to work more than 24 hours in one position on a continuing basis after completing a probationary period of one month and who is compensated on payroll.”

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Minoia moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Finch.

The meeting adjourned at 8:02 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
